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Special Edition Newsletter, February 17, 2010

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
3625 SW Wanamaker Road. Topeka, KS 66614
785-271-0808 popeace@princeofpeacetopeka.org

Happy 22 ™ Anniversary, POP!

Prince of Peace had its beginning in 1987 when Pastor Arno Meyer was called as a Mission Developer to establish a
Lutheran Congregation in Southwest Topeka. A core of 37 interested p eople met in Pastor's home to initiate plans to
start a congregation.

POP6s first worship was held February 14, 1988, in a Vil
ago. On November 8™, 1987, Prince of Peace was named at a church potluck dinner at Crestview Shelter House. The
congregation was chartered June 12, 1988, with 241 members signing the role.

The congregation experienced rapid growth that necessitated the need to build a permanent facility. The theme for

this campaignwas o0 Not Equal Giving, But Equal Sacrifice. 6 Gr ou

1989. A dedication ceremony was conducted on February 18, 1990, for our new multi  -purpose facility. During the past
ear in November 2009 POP memberswere abl e t o complete a new campaign ent.

raising enough money to retire the debt for Phase I.

Prince of Peace Preschool opened its doors in February 1990. Phase Il construction is complete and was dedicated
February 14, 1996. Educational classrooms and permanent offices were added for much needed space.

Phase lll, the construction of the worship and family life center is planned in the next few years.

During the past 22 years we have experienced together the presence of God in great times, sad times, difficult times

and wonderfultimes. It i s with Godds | ove and support that we cont
leadership that we have with Pastor Neil Buono.  Please be with him and with all of us as we conti nue over the next few
months to call a Director of Family Ministry so that our children, youth and families can share in the love that God has

or all of us. See page 6 for memorable pictures of the past.

Gat her, Gr ow, Gi ve and Goé

The VISION of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church is to be a healthy, caring,
Christ-cent ered congregation that equips
grow in faith, commitment, witness and service across their lifespan.

The MISSION of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church is to
Gat her , Gr ow, Give and Goéin J
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Pastor Rev. Dr. Neil Buono 271-0808(W) | revneil@princeofpeacetopeka.org
Deacon Brad Hammel 640-0221 deaconbrad@princeofpeacetopeka.org
Deacon, Business Manager Don Lumpe 273-1188(H) | ddlumpe@yahoo.com

Deacon Jerry Gaston 273-8658 (H) | jgastonl@yahoo.com

Lay Assistant Beth Lange 273-3640(H) | blangel@mindspring.com

Lay Assistant Torey Oberle 256-2429(H) | torey.oberle@securitybenefit.com
Parish Administrator Jayna Gaston 271-0808(W) | jaynag@princeofpeacetopeka.org
Parish Nurse Mary Hume 272-5905(H)

Lay Assistant 271-0808(W) | maryhme2001@yahoo.com

Preschool Director

Patty Bullock

271-0913(W)

Youth Ministry Leader

Childrends Min

Bell Choir Director

Boone Smith
Macie Smith

Terri Good

271-0808(W)
271-0808
(W)
273-8932(H)

boones@princeofpeacetopeka.org

macies@princeofpeacetopeka.org

btjagood@cox.net

Adult Choir Director, Lead Organist and
Worship Coordinator
Liste ning email

Donna Eakiins

272-5437(H)

djed@cox.net

listening@princeofpeacetopeka.org

2009-10 Board of Directors

President Joe Anderson 213-5449 (C) | joeanderson8l@gmail.com
President Elect Tom Maurer 478-2810(H) | maurertom@yahoo.com
Secretary Beth Lange 273-3640(H) | blangel@mindspring.com
Treasurer Eileen Lawless 256-2087 cchslaw@aol.com
Board of Chi | d| Laurie Fritz 271-5955(H) | lauriefritz@cox.net
Board of Christian Service Sally Bosak 246-6124 yllas_b@hotmail.com
Board of Church Properties lvan Rees 478-0211(H) | aimjrees@coxnet
Board of Evangelism Chuck Southard 266-5019(H) | chksoublu@sbcglobal.net
Dave Anderson 213-5448(C) | danderson@heartlandworks.org
Board of Fellowship Nikki Anderson 213-0764(C) | nikki.anderson@oracle.com
Board of Preschool Claudia Sokolowski 845-0930 sogl23@aol.com

Board of Stewardship

OPEN

Board of Youth Ministry

Justin Meier

221-9364(H)

jmeier2783@yahoo.com

Board of Spiritual Life, Kevin Grieves 435-2933(W) | kevin.grieves@bnsf.com
Chairperson
BOSL, Member Mary Meier 273-4829(H) | eager2read56@yahoo.com
BOSL, Member Bob Oberle 256-2429(H) | oberlebob@sbcglobal.net
BOSL, Member Janis Kitchen 862-1700(H) | kitchen_janis@msn.com
BOSL, Member Brian Toby 232-4401(H) | brian.toby@snco.us
BOSL, Member Darrell Revell 230-0757(H) | drevell@lcwb.coop
BOSL, Member Tara Kippes 584-6007(H) | kippesfamily@hotmail.com
LAY LEADERS
Altar Guild Coordinator Ruth Slyter 478-0014(H) | ruthslyter@att.net
ChristCare Equippers Beth Lange 273-3640(H) blangel@mindspring.com
Justin Meier 221-9364(H) jmeier2783@yahoo.com
Coffee Coordinator Rita Lawrence 266-6969(H) lawofblueeyes@aol.com
CommAsst/Multimedia/Reader Sonja Hoglund 228-0118(H) hogluson@usd437.net
Coordinator
Doorstep Coordinators Lia Kyner 478-9850(H) liakyner@cox.net
Diana Frownfelter 478-3480(H) ifrown@networksplus.net
Flower Coordinator Colleen Dodge 478-4938(H) dodgex5@cox.net
Greeter Coordinator Elaine Saffels 228-1887
Lambs of God Darren Shults 256-6760(H)
Newsletter Editor Nikki Anderson 213-0764(C) nikki.anderson@oracle.com

Usher Coordinators

Saturday Service Cyndi Beck 273-9489(H) TaxMS@aol.com

8:30 Sunday Service Gary Charles 266-6439 gcharles@cox.net

11:00 Sunday Service Chuck Southard 266-5019(H) chksoublu@sbcglobal.net
Volunteer Coordinator Darlene Lumpe 273-1188(H) ddlumpe@yahoo.com
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Pastords Message
By Rev. Dr. Neil Buono

Grace and peace to each of you this Lenten season.

In the last issue | discussed the journey of Lent this year . Our focusisthis 801 t & s
about Jesus. o0 I want to in this special
observations | made during the State of the Church presentation following our

anniversary service. Overall, my sense is that we are doing well but that we have
significant challenges ahead of us. We closed 2008 in the red, but we had a successful
capital campaign to pay off the debt on the first phase of construction. Our worship
attendance is holding steady but we are not gaining g round, and there are indications we
may be losing ground. We have launched several Christ Care Small Groups, but really want to significantly
expand this area of our life together. We are moving forward with calling a Director of Family Ministry, but we
may want to revisit the timing as we seek to balance current and future needs. So overall, my sense is that

the outlook for 2010 is mixed, with some good indicators to focus on. | especially want to emphasize our
continuing efforts at developing a shared vision for mission and ministry . My revised timeline for presentation
of the narrative vision statement is late spring or early summer. That said, what follows is a summary of the
highlights | presented on Sunday.

One clear hope emerged 8 GROW We want to grow our total numbers, our ministry to children, youth and

families, and we want to grow our physical plant. Our shared hope is for a sanctuary! That said, there is

tension within this hope. We want to grow our ministry with children, youth and fami lies AND we want to care

for and enlarge our physical plant. We know these are not either/or and yet at times it can seem that way. My

proposal dmy hope dis that we work together accepting that we may not all get all that we want all right now.

Patientl y wor ki ng together under Goddés divine care wil/ surely

We see ourselves as a welcoming community. Several members commented on being accepted here when their
lives were in times of change. Our communion practice expresses our theology of hospitality OALL are
welcome. The growing edges for us are to go out, rather than to wait for others to come; and to widen our
inclusiveness. We see ourselves as a caring community. This was by far the most strongly and consistently
expressed experience dthat of being cared for. It is also the point around which our community of faith broke
down during our fracture dwe stopped caring. The growing edges for us include dhaving high expectations in
this area, the challenge is to widen our caring ministries (Stephen Ministry, Christ Care Groups, Lambs of God,
Elizabeth Ministry) even as we act with greater intention as individuals; and strengthening and widening the

role of our parish nurse ministry.  We seeourselves as valuing children, youth and families. Moments involving
family were consistently among the most joyfully remembered. The growing edges for us - strengthening the
congregational and preschool relationship; moving to a full -time professional to work with children, youth  and
families; and finding creative and innovative ways to connect with un  -churched families in our community. We
see ourselves as a spiritual community . Worship remains the primary nurturing means for faith and spirituality,

but it is not the only means.  The growing edges for us include widening our offering of opportunities for

spiritual development and deepening our experiences of worship. Again and again, the observation was made

that until each of us steps up our level of involvement, our connections remain shallow and our experience is
limited. The growing edge for us dwhile we are small again, to reach out to one another and invite greater
involvement from each other.

My closing word as we embark on the journey of Lent in the new yearisthis -it6s all about Jesus! I
Lor d6s OdwédaveraltHis servants, the ones whom He loves and for whom He went to the cross. Working
together in Christ, all things are yet possible, including finding our way in the midst of the most difficult

storms. The Lord bless and be with each of you as together we enterthe 23 “y ear of our congregati o

journey. Pastor
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Yout h Ministry Message

By Boone Smith

Benjamin Franklin famously said, "Tell me and | forget. Teach me and | remember. Involve me and | learn.”  Our
Confirmation Class and our brand new Pre-Confirmation Class are both trying to do exactly what Benjamin Franklin had
wanted. Of course we're telling our 5th - 8th graders about the Gospel, but we are not just telling them.  We are also taking
time to sit down in small groups and actually teach them.

It is the goal of our Confirmation Class (7th & 8th) and our Pre -Confirmation Class (5th & 6th) to not just tell kids about the
Bible, b ut to teach them about God's enduring love for us, and to involve them in their own faith  -relationship with Jesus
Christ. Our classes are taught on Wednesday nights, typically beginning at 6:45, but in Lent it will move to 6pm in deference
to the 7pm services.

As | write this, | can tell you that tomorrow at noon we are going to be gathering between 10 and 15 youth and adults to make
approximately 360 Breakfast Burritos for a fundraiser.  This fundraiser is in advance of next weekend when we will be

trave ling with 9 junior high kids all the way to Topeka, Blvd for a Youth Quake (first time in memory that we've had one in
Topeka). A Youth Quake is an event where Captive Free, yes the same one that comes and visits us typically in the Fall, as
well as anoth er national band, and a professional Christian speaker come and share with youth and adults about Faith.  There
are Bible Studies, there's a dance, there are a ton of games, a dress -up night, and a lot of fun to be had by all. At this point,
we do not know who our female chaperone will be, but we do know that the Lord is faithful to provide.

Our Youth Group has several terrific events that we do every year, including Youth Quake, a summer trip for the high school
students (this past year it was a Mission Trip, this next year it will be a trip to Lutheran Valley Retreat in Colorado). Besides
these large events and the afore mentioned weekly Pre/Confirmation Classes for 5th -8th graders, we also teach weekly
Sunday School for all age levels including a 5th-6th grade class, a 7th-8th grade class, and a High School Class. We also have
movie nights, games, lock-ins, and lots of other great stuff!

Brett Munstermann, a Sophomore at Washburn Rural HS, describes the youth group as "A lot of fun," and "an opportu nity to
learn a lot about my faith." Casey Dodge described our church as "terrific" and especially likes coming to Sunday School.
Darrin Dodge, Casey's brother, loves being involved in Vacation Bible School, "[because] | get to be involved in telling my
community about Jesus."

By this time next year, the youth group and | are hoping that Prince of Peace will have called a new Director of Family
Ministry to work in the area of Youth Ministry, as well as Family Ministry and Children's Ministry.  All of t he events we're
involved in are set up, not just to tell kids about the Bible --but, as | mentioned above, to teach kids about God and involve
them in a relationship with Jesus Christ. Thank you for your continued support of "Everybody's Youth Ministry" at Prince of
Peace Lutheran Church.

Making 360 burritos was a lot of fun for about 15 youth and adults at POP!
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Faith Building Through Fun

By Macie Smith

I t s Sund aBownstairs,ninithe gool cement bricks of the church basement, a group
of sleepy-eyed children gather to sing before heading into their Sunday school classrooms. As
the singing progresses, energy levels rise along with sound, movement, and even eye rolls.

Sunday mornings are the f ou kvdeombine singingf har@&on!| d r
bible s stories, games, art, and snacks to share with the children of Prince of Peace ab out the
amazing love of Jesus.

Tagen Kippes holds

ys Dawson Schaeferé‘pré‘ia‘;a':lgg‘;urth grade
ed us | earn conceqflrean'}tliﬂg(. and pr a\)
Card Making Party

0 T hfunniest thing in Sunday Schoolisgane s , 6 s a
0This morning our game help

Brett Ashwill, a first grade student, proudly holds up a piece of construction paper with a picture of Jesus that he
made. O0Today iSct h®wn we made this project, where they gave tw
o0l like to learn about new parts that happen with Jesus and ¢

Because so many students are bustling around our Sunday School halls, the

Chil drends Ministry Board also provides se
they can put their faith in action during the Sunday School hour.  These

include making Christmas Cards for those in the armed service and Prince

of Peace shut-ins, wrapping shoe boxes for operation Christmas Child, and

making Easter cookies for shut-ins. For an offering basket, the children are

provided with a miniature version of the 0
at malls.

ol like sendmniggheospiynmdionng t hing because i
says Brayden White, a fifth grader. o0lt go
wedre hel pi fhgreare O pelems

Mary Shults, Alex Fruendt, Ashley As hwill, also staples a.nd activities OI

Dawson Schaefer, Elizabeth Schaefer, and Cole the Childrenés

Kucera performing at the 2009 Christmas Program that the children

Program, 0 L rorw Bethlehiem. look forward to e ach year.

ol Ilike movie night, 6 s ayVehenvskgdavhy, SRe s r

shrugs, smiles, and Wsalspkayeaognuual Easter&ggal® B N N

Hunt, the Childrend6s Christmas Progr 1. n,“‘ '&“ﬁ& Jrship Ser

highlight of the year: Vacation Bible School. Readers might recall that in — .

2009 our‘theme was Crocodile Dock and the was transformed into a swampy  cpiidren gather around Pastor Buono as

bayou. 0 I i ke VBS because we get t o dohedhafedite stofy bf Babtet withthanh d | |l ove t

says Hannah Fritz, a fourthgrader. 6 The snacks aThesor@swe stéhdEaster Egg Hunt.

tell a | ot dAtouMBS els asidkdes ttuof fs ibnegc au S .

says Danielle Dodge, also in fourthgrade. 0 You al sneetgesvt t o
friends. 6

Students waving palm branches on Palm
Sunday 2009 during the Kids Led Worship
Service.
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Esome of our members who obviously have chosen to growé
: older with Prince of Peace! :

< Prince of Peace
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